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» “Mediocrity knows 
nothing higher than == 
itself but talent instantly | ~ 
recognizes genius. 
- A.C. Doyle 
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FYI: 


“AIDS Drugs Showing Dramatic 
Results” 

Washington Post 

Three studies published in today’s 
issue of the journal Nature reaffirm 
the power of new treatments for 
AIDS, indicating that the touted 
triple therapy using protease 
inhibitors kills HIV even faster than 
originally thought. The studies, 
moreover, show that the new drug 
combinations can successfully battle 
HIV in the lymph nodes, tonsils, and 
other organs, parts of the body where 
the virus appeared to become 
relatively entrenched, compared to 
the blood. Although scientists had 
documented the dramatic effects of 
triple therapy on HIV in the 
bloodstream, they had previously 
been uncertain whether the technique 
worked in these protected areas, 
where some 90 percent of the virus 
often hides. While the studies 
stressed that scientists are not close 
to a cure for AIDS, one study 
indicated that, at least in theory, 
triple therapy could be able to 
eliminate HIV from a patient’s body 
with three years of treatment. 


“Agouron Will Supply Drug to HIV 
Patients in Canada” 

Investor's Business Daily 

Agouron Pharmaceuticals, which is 
seeking marketing approval of 
Viracept in Canada, plans to launch 
an expanded access program to 
provide Canadian AIDS patients 
with the protease inhibitor. The drug 
maker will distribute the drug to 
adults with advanced HIV infection 
at no charge and will also offer 
patients the chance to enroll in a 
clinical trial. Children between the 
ages of two and 12 will be able to 
obtain Viracept through Health 
Canada’s emergency drug release 
program. 


“A Shot in the Dark: Prototypes 
Attack [AIDS] Virus on All Fronts” 
USA Today 

President Clinton has called on AIDS 
researchers to resurrect the vaccine 
research effort and develop a vaccine 
within the next decade. While 
scientists note that it will be difficult 
to develop such a product, there has 
been progress. Two experimental 
vaccines have entered human clinical 
trials and other prototype vaccines 
are being designed. Among these are 
vaccines that use live virus; DNA 
vaccines made of synthetic HIV 
genes injected directly into a person's 
muscles; recombinant peptide 
vaccines made of synthetic proteins 
that resemble the envelope and inner 
core of HIV; and live attenuated 
vaccines made from HIV that has 
been weakened. 


“HIV Virus Discoverer Wants to Join 
U.S. AIDS War” 

Reuters 

Following President Clinton’s 
promise to produce an AIDS vaccine 
by the year 2007, famed researcher 
Dr. Luc Montagnier pledged to join 
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the United States’ war on AIDS and speed 
up his own research. Montagnier, head of 
the World Foundation for AIDS Research 
and Prevention, recently announced his 
intention to establish an AIDS research 
institute at Queens College in New York 
The scientist noted, “Our planned research 


institute will be eager to participate with 
the U.S government in its effort to speed 
up the development of an AIDS vaccine.” 


Why Should I 
Test for HIV 
Infection? 


Introduction 


Testing is an important tool in the nation’s 
efforts to curtail the spread of HIV. Testing 
allows researchers to track the course of the 
epidemic, and provides information to help 
in developing prevention strategies and 
allocating resources for HIV-related 
services. The counseling which should be 
provided before and after testing, provides a 
unique opportunity to educate individuals 
about HIV, including a discussion of their 
risks, how to avoid infection, and if they 
are positive, how to protect others and get 
treatment and follow-up. 


In addition to its value as a prevention tool, 
testing is the first step in helping people 
who are infected receive appropriate 
treatment. With the advent of new drugs to 
treat HIV and AIDS, testing is more 
important than ever. Early detection of 
HIV, followed by certain drug 
combinations, can greatly improve both the 
quality and quantity of life. 


Accuracy of Tests 


Q. How accurate are the HIV antibody EIA 
and the HIV antibody Western blot? 


A. When used together, the results from 
this two-part testing are greater than 99% 
accurate. The HIV antibody EIA is a 
screening test and the HIV antibody 
Western blot is a confirmatory test. Results 
from an HIV antibody EIA test should 
never be used alone to report a positive 
final result.(1) 


Q. Do the HIV antibody EIA and HIV 
antibody Western blot test for HIV-1 and 
HIV-2? 

A. There are two types of HIV (HIV-I and 
HIV-2). Both HIV-1 and HIV-2 have been 
identified in the United States and Canada. 


Some HIV antibody EIA and HIV antibody 
Western blot assays detect antibody to both 
HIV-1 and HIV-2. These are referred to as 
HIV-1/HIV-2 “combination” tests. Some 


HIV antibody EIA and HIV 
blot assays detect antibody primarily to HIV-1 


antibody Western 


and secondarily to HIV-2. Others detect 
antibody primarily to HIV-2 and secondarily to 
HIV-1] 


Most antibody tests for detecting HIV-1 were 
developed with the B subtype of the virus (4). As 
the genetic composition of a particular virus 
diverges from the B subtype, the likelihood that 
the test will be accurate decreases. Most tests, 
however, do appear to be able to detect antibody 
to most strains. 


Q. What can cause a false-positive result in an 
HIV antibody EIA test? 

A. There are many reasons for a false-positive 
EIA result. Some of the more common reasons 
for a false positive are (5): 


eContamination: In a laboratory, samples may 
be placed in the wrong testing well; wells 
containing negative samples may be 
contaminated from adjacent positive wells; plate 
washers may malfunction. In addition, treated 
blood and blood abnormalities have been 
implicated in false positive reactions. *False 
positive reactions have been reported in 19% of 
people with hemophilia, 13% of alcoholic 
patients with hepatitis, and 4% of emodialysis 
patients. *Pregnancy. If this is not her first 
pregnancy, a woman may react positively when 
she is, in fact, negative. 

*History of injection drug use. 

Cross-reactivity with other retroviruses. 


_Q. Can a person test HIV-1 antibody negative 


but be infected with HIV-1? 

A. Yes. When people develop antibodies to HIV, 
they “seroconvert” from antibody-negative to 
antibody-positive. Depending upon the 
circumstances of infection, it is estimated that 
the development of antibodies to HIV-1 can take 
between two weeks to six months. During this 
interval, sometimes referred to as the “window 
period,” a person may test HIV-1 antibody 
negative and yet be 
infected with the 
virus. This is 
because his/her 
immune system has 
not produced 
enough antibodies 
for the test to detect. 


Q. What does one 
do if a test result is 
“indeterminate?” 
What causes this? 
A.Whether or not 
persons who test 
HIV antibody 
Western blot 
indeterminate 
should be retested 
depends upon their 
clinical presentation 
at the time of testing 
and what risk 
factors are present 
for infection. If a 
person has an 
indeterminate 
Western blot assay 
for HIV-1, several 
things can be done. 
These include: 


*Run an alternate 
HIV antibody 
“confirmatory” 
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assay on the indeterminate HIV 
antibody Western blot specimen. The 
FDA has approved an HIV antibody IFA 
(immunofluorescent assay) procedure as 
an equivalent confirmatory test to the 
HIV antibody Western blot. *Consider 
running antibody tests for other human 
retroviruses (HTLV IAI and HIV-2). 
Run tests to identify the presence of the 
virus. These tests could include HIV 
DNA PCR, HIV p24 antigen, and HIV 
culture. (See below) *Re-test at 3-month 
intervals for 6 months. 


Q. What is meant by a stable 
indeterminate result? 

A. “Stable indeterminate” 
to describe a situation in which an 
individual consistently tests 
indeterminate 6 months or longer from 
their last possible exposure. The person 
should be considered HIV negative 
unless clinical conditions determine 
otherwise. 


is a term used 


Q. Is the HIV PCR (polymerase chain 
reaction) test more accurate than the 
HIV antibody EIA and HIV antibody 
Western blot tests? How? 

A. Sometimes. The HIV DNA PCR test 
measures something different than the 
HIV antibody EIA and HIV antibody 
Western blot assays. The HIV DNA 
PCR test looks for HIV-1 DNA in the 
white blood cells of a person, whereas 
the HIV antibody EIA and HIV antibody 3 


Western blot assays MeASUre the. ssn 


immune response to the virus. If a } 
person has a HIV DNA PCR test, the 4 
result may be positive even if 
insufficient antibodies are present for 
detection by the HIV antibody EIA. 
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Well folks, we’re back. Three and a half years in the 
political wasteland was an unfortunate setback, how- 
ever, in our first few weeks of the current Assembly, we 
have called the government to task almost everyday. 
We have challenged the blatancy with which this 
government has written off debts, disposed of our 
assets and saddled the taxpayer with losses that would 
have financed the very cuts they imposed over the 
years. We have challenged them on their intentional 
misrepresentation of the involvement of American cor- 
porate interests in the proposed private hospital in 
Calgary. Wehave repeatedly confronted Premier Klien 
in the very areas we said we would. Klien is noticeably 
concerned by our approach and should be. And we 
haven’t even got our feet wet. There is much to address 
and we will. WE’RE fighting BACK! 


I am pleased to take this opportunity to address the 


~~» Lesbian, Gay. and Bisexual (LGB) community of Ed- 


monton. I will also take this opportunity to thank the 
LGB community for the hard work and support given 
to all of the New Democrat candidates in the recent 
provincial election, whose tremendous efforts. culmi- 
nated in Raj Pannu and myself being elected to the 
Legislature. We assure you that your efforts will not be 


in vain. 


This year Pride Week falls between June 21 and June 
28th and given our diversity as a greater community 
there is much to take pride in. As New Democrats we 
can take pride in our commitment to pushing the 
government to include sexual orientation in our Indi- 
vidual Rights Legislation. We are committed to pro- 
moting the recognition of same sex unions and the 
establishing of benefit programs that reflect the legiti- 
macy of those unions. 


As New Democrats we can take pride in our full 
support for those fighting for the rights of foster parents 
and the recognition of the benefit of loving parents no 
matter what their sexual orientation. It is hard to 
believe the arrogance of this government in not recog- 
nizing that the LGB community is composed of stead- 
fast and loving individuals who’s relationships must be 
recognized as family. 


As stated in our issue statements during the recent 
election, many members of the homosexual/bisexual 
community are parents. They have raised their children 
into healthy, contributing members of society. Their 
families were maintained by the same standard and in 
many cases a more secure standard than most tradi- 
tional families. That standard is love, 
compassion for their fellow human beings and an 
understanding that the accepted diversity of a commu- 
nity is the ultimate blueprint of a society. 


a sense of 


We will encourage amendments to the Alberta Family 


and Social Services legislation to allow for the placing of 
foster children with qualified same-sex families. We will 
further encourage amendments to the Child Welfare Act to 
allow for the adoption of children by same-sex families. 
These are commitments the Alberta New Democrats will 
willingly undertake. 


Encouraged by the initiative taken at our November 1996 
Convention, whereby the Alberta New Democrats created a 
Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Caucus, the Federal New Demo- 
cratic Party, at its Regina Convention in April, created a 
similar entity. The importance of these Caucuses is in their 
position at the table, affording the LGB a voice and an equal 
say in policy relating to all issues facing Alberta. 


During the federal election, there were twelve openly gay, 
lesbian or bisexual candidates that ran for Canada’s New 
Democrats. This could not have even been imagined let alone 
allowed to happen twenty years ago. 


These are promising steps in the political arena, and they 
should give us all a source of pride. There is no guarantee 
that the fight for equal recognition under the law will be a 
smooth transition, but the task is made that much easier when 
there is a climate of tolerance, understanding and commit- 
ment. The New Democrats are determined to create that 
climate. 


In pride. 


Pam Barrett, MLA 
Leader, Alberta New Democrats 


PRIDE! PRIDE! PRIDE! Give me some of that old time 
PRIDE! 


Although I would like to think that I am a proud gay man 
every day of the year, it really is the month of June that 
gets me thinking about and celebrating my pride. And in 
Edmonton it is that time of the year again-Gay Pride 
Week, June ’97! 


Like many gay men of my generation, I was fearful of 
dealing with my sexuality when I was growing up and 
was both uncertain what to do about my feelings as well 
as shameful that I might be different. The last thing I 

wanted to do was admit that I was gay and I certainly did 
not want anything to do with the ‘gay community’. Few 
of you knew me in those days when I pretended to be 
straight (or at least ambiguous) and felt that I wasn’t of 
much value. The time and energy that I used to convey a 
false image and impression, the double life that I led, all 
to protect myself from the world around me is hard for 
me to remember today. 


And then, a long time ago, I came out and began the long 
process of becoming proud, strong, and happy with who I 
am. And now I celebrate-all that misspent energy I used 


up before to hide is now used to celebrate so give 
me some of that old time pride! 


But pride for me is more than personal, it is also a 
time to recognize and celebrate community pride, 
pride in the lesbian and gay community. I relish 
being part of the community and I find that the 
women and men I know who make up Edmonton’s 
community refuel me and give me the strength to 
move ahead and the enthusiasm to celebrate. I am 
proud when I think of the courage and tenacity of 
Delwin Vriend to fight discrimination in Alberta 
the energy and goodwill of PFLAG-parents loving 
their daughters and sons 


Ms. ‘T’ standing up to a homophobic Minister and 
telling him that she is quite capable of fostering 
children the Edmonton, Vocal Minority singing on 
stage at the Jubilee Auditorium with the Alberta 
Ballet and the Edmonton Symphony, the drag 
queens raising money for scholarships for lesbian 
and gay students, productions of “Angels in 
America” by two major theatres in Edmonton, the 
leadership and support of thousands of gays and 
lesbians in leading the fight against AIDS in this 
city 


The reasons why I am a proud member of a proud 
community could go on endlessly! 


Pride Week in Edmonton is time for us to show 
ourselves off. There are so many ways to 
participate this year that will be fun, enlightening 


and celebratory. The Pride Parade on Sunday 


June 22 is a great event for all-take part, watch it 


on the sidewalks or join in at the park for 
PFLAG’s picnic. Let me encourage you to 
participate in another small way. On Saturday 
June 14, Peter Field will have a workshop to make 
pink triangles and ‘rainbow’ fans that can be 
carried in the parade. Volunteers are needed 
anytime between 1-4 p.m. at the Bus Barns in Old 
Strathcona (behind the Farmer’s Market). Please 
come and help. This is another way to build 
community pride and have fun. 


Believe me, you can never have too much pride! 
Join the festivities of Gay Pride ’97-you will enjoy 
it and be ready for another year here in Edmonton! 


Michael Phair 

Councillor, Ward 4 

(If you have any questions or issues regarding the 
city, I can be contacted by phone at 496-8146, 
faxed at 496-8113 or e-mail 

mphair@ gov.edmonton.ab.ca) 


Times .10 welcomes expression of opinion from 
its readers. Please keep letters as short as pos- 
sible. We reserve the right to edit all letters as 
necessary. Letters must be signed and include 
the home address and telephone number of the 
writer. The writers name can be witheld if so 
requested. Publication of the name or photo- 
graph of any person or organization in articles 
or advertising in Times .10 is not to be construed 


as any indication of the sexual orientation of 
such person or oganization. All material in this 
publication is copyrighted and must not be re- 
produced without permission from Times .10. 
The only exception to the copyright is the mate- 
rial from National AIDS Clearing house which 
may be duplicated wtih appropriate credit given. 


POA! 


City of Champions? 
How about “The Drag Capital of Canada”? 


If Edmonton isn’t careful, it will soon be 
known as the epicenter of glamour. 


For years, a summer in the 
river city has been a non- 
stop, kick-ass, marathon 
dragfest. And for the last four of those, 
Christopher Peterson has been at the center 
of much less fuss. His annual trips to 
Edmonton’s Fringe Festival to perform 
with “Guys in Disguise” have made hima 
household name here. A role as the tragic 
transsexual in “Poor Super Man” merely 
confirmed what audiences already knew: 
that Peterson is truly a multi - faceted 
performer, capable of whatever he puts hts 
mind to. In fact, when Peterson performed 
the role in the Toronto production, he 
received a Dora Maver Moore Award for 
Outstanding Performance by a Male. 


He accepted the award in a shimmy-fringe 
crystal beaded evening gown. Boys will be 
girls... 


But while he teased Edmonton crowds 
with-glimpses of his array of 
impersonations, he quietly crafted for 
himself a two-act one-man /mega-woman 
tour-de-force called “Eyecons”. And the 
buzz in Toronto was so big that it caught 
the attention of Citadel artistic director 
Duncan MacIntosh, who invited la 
Peterson to present the entire show on The 
Rice stage as part of it’s “Diva” summer 
series. 


So the Big Onion Tranny Scene has finally 
hit big time? 


It would seem so. Not only is Peterson 
performing in a real theatrical setting, but 
Edmonton stands poised to witness the most 
glamorous summer ever. Darrin Hagen’s 
“The Edmonton Queen: Not a Riverboat 
Story” is scheduled to hit bookstores in 
August, preserving for all time Grandeur of 
first two decades of Edmonton 
crossdressing. “Guys in Disguise” will be 
front and center again at the Fringe with 
“Toronto Magnet: A Salute to Trailer Court 
Women”, and the mother of all drag 
pageants hits main stage this year as part of 
the Citadel’s “Loud and Proud” fundraiser. 


Could drag possibly get any more 
mainstream? 


All this in a city without a reigning Empress. 
Mind you, a Ball is no longer the only place 
to see a drag show. Drag is now big 


business. The Citadel’s general manager 
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Brenda O’ Donnel recognized that, and decided 
that The Big Brick Theater should get queer for 
one night. 

The result is “Loud And Proud”, 
an Edmonton Vocal Minority / 
Citadel Fundraiser, coinciding 
with the beginning of Gay Pride 
Week. 


Imagine a lesbigay First Night Festival, and you 
start to get the picture: “EyeCons” on The Rice 


stage, gay and lesbian films in Zeidler Hall 
(including “Parade’’, the Fraser/Maclvor 
docudrama), lesbian music in the Tucker 
Amphitheater, and Darrin Hagen’s “Dragfest ’97", 
the Pageant to end all Pageants on the MacLab 
Stage. (Confirmed entries for the “DQ 97” tiara 
include the reigning Mz.Gay Edmonton Lovee, 
and the reigning Entertainer of the year, 
Tootzenelda Woofenpeekhole.) The entire Citadel 
becomes a queer playground, full of diversions and 
opportunities for entertainment. Once In the 
building, sample the diversity of Edmonton’s 
lesbigay cultural scene ‘til the wee hours. 


In a late-night long distance conversation, I asked 
Peterson about his relationship with Edmonton’ s 
audiences. (This will, after all, be his fifth summer 
strutting his stuff on the prairies; much longer than 
many relationships.) He replied, “What? No 
Parade? Oh, right that’s the Fringe.” 


Truthfully, Christopher has a long 
history with the Edmonton 


audience, beginning in 1987 when he 


performed as the reigning Empress of Vancouver 
at Lulu LaRude’s Stepdown at the Holiday Inn. 


That night he picked the same drag number 
associated reverently with Empress of 
Edmonton, Millie. We all forgave him when 
he entered in a mirrored cape that sent 
amazing fireflies of light flashing around the 
walls and ceiling of the ballroom. Fabulous! 


Nine years later, On Closing night 
of ‘“EyeCons” at last year’s 
Fringe, Peterson had tears in 
his eyes as he thanked 
Edmonton for the experience. The 


crowd, having waited up to two hours 
for tickets, lept to there feet. 


As they do pretty much everywhere. The 
show consistently packs the theatres full, 
and Peterson is constantly featured in 
any Toronto showbiz rag that’s fit to 
print. 


In “EyeCons”’, Peterson hauls out the 
glitz in a manner unparalleled in any one- 
man show. The sheer weigh of the 
gownage causes extra charges and 
injured backs when flying from city to 
city. The list of Divas in his show reads 
like a who’s who of tragic 
superheroines: Marilyn, Bette, Barbra, 
Peggy, Jusy, Shirley, Nana, Mae, Cher, 
Maddonna, Liza, Patsy, Julie and’ Carol, 
all appear with stunning ease in rapid { 
succession, all completely live in 

Peterson’s constantly changing voice. 

But Peterson isn’t content to just 

impersonate: parody abounds. What if 

Marilyn had lived to sing Diana Ross 

tunes? (“Ain’t no valley high enough... 

“) What would Bette Davis sing in Hell? 

(The Time Warp.) Judy Garland’s 

request before she sings? (“Liza, get 

Mommy a drink.”) Carol Channing sings 

about condoms (not diamonds). And on the 

spur of the moment, get ready for snap 

impersonations of Rosanne, Peg Bundy, or 

even Kim Campbell (obscure, but hilarious). 


OE 
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Audiences actually gasp as the eerie 
reincarnations hit the stage. The physical and 
vocal transformations are rapid and dead-on 
accurate. Peterson’s homework shows in his 
eye for detail (he designs and sews all of his 
own costumes), and his genuine admiration 
for Ladies he portrays is obvious. 


This man loves his work. 


It may be a one-man show, but Peterson is 
never alone on-stage. The spirit of the Great 
Divas of the world are always by his side. 


Peterson and his ladies hit the 
Rice stage June 10-15, then 
again for Loud and Proud on 
June 20. 


From the Editor 


by Dennis Cambly 


...Qne more illusion shattered, 

one more broken dream 

oh but the morning brings the sun 

gone are the days 

when I could bounce right back again...(hayward) 
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We have been through so much over the years how could 
you walk out the door? Never did dream of the day that you 
would not be here with us. Just as we break the ice and gain 
recognition you stand up and leave. Theft was always a belief 
that ty tse would come before personalities. As you glance 
over this issue of Times .10 it is our hope, as a society, that you 
will joigus in our mission. We have so much more tg do over the 
coming years. We live in a province governed by mediocre people 
that do nét recognize that we exist. One of the last bastions of 
terrorism against gays and lesbians remaining in Canada. Do you 
realize that their arrogance is what you took with you when you 
walked out the door? You gave up on the real battle that we have 
been waging over the years in Times .10. By showing who'We 
really are over the years many doors have opened in our ci y 
Fdmonton. Times’.10 was formed to get the message out here i 
the Capital City of Alberta. We are people too! So many people 
have contributed to this publication since it first started that the 
numbers are countless. In fact over thirty people in this city 
helped put this issue together. Why would they bother if they felt % 
it was not worth it, to get their message out around our city? ; 7 
Simply put, it is because they are proud to be a part of something x 
happening in our Capital. Activity in all the groups is gathering 
numbers of people and in that we have strength. We are not 
driven by profit, but rather by the content of our publication. 

That has always, and will always be the strong point of Times .10. 
We are not exclusive to any one segment of our society. You see, 
it is really simple, men and womon make up our society. Some 
call that gay, some call that gay and lesbian. It has never been of 
concern to us over the years because we look at it as homosexual. 

We have travelled back to our roots and there we did an" 
inventory. We did an inventory of ourselves. It is always so easy 
to do someone else’s inventory, but it’s only our own to which we 
are accountable. Our mission was to let others know that they are 
not alone. To let others know that they can support the 
community in our city by joining with others in the many groups 
we have in Edmonton. We held on to the philosophy that we 
could do something by being something to a specific group. 
Instead of attempting to be something to everyone and ending up 
being nothing to anyone, we chose the road less travelled. And 
none of us are doing it for the money, just for the love of it. You 
see, that is how we do our best.to live one day at a time. Out in 
the open for others to see us and, get to know us as people. We 
have much to be grateful for, since we first put the ink on the first 
edition of Times .10. And we have only just begun going into 
year five with ten issues per year. 

It seems that you did forget one more thing when you 
walked out the door. We have kept the most up to date 
information on HIV and AIDS in front of people. It is one of the 
core reasons that the Times .10 Publications Non-Profit Society 
was incorporated. We have lost a lot of friends over the years and 
for us they are not lost as long as we remember. 

Be proud, be happy and know that you are enlightened 
for being open about yourself and your true identity as a homosexual. 
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TUESDAYS | LADIES NIGHT 
WEDNESDAYS | GAME SHOWS 
THURSDAYS. | JAZZ 
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SUNDAYS | TALK SHOW 


10045-109 STREET 


25+ RECOMMENDED 
DRESS CODE 


PH. 413- DISO 


Lush invites you to a 
new mixed night every 
Thursday. Resident D} 


Andy Pockett serves up 
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generous helpings of 
smooth grooves, garage, 


and deep house . 


Delicious 


thursdays 


Old friends, new friends, 


delicious vinyl, all 


guaranteed to provide a 


$1.50 
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until 11 pm 
aa 


u s fh 


wickedly sinful vibe. 


10030a-102 street (side alley entrance) 
open 8:30 pm to 3 am j 


Edmonton Vocal 
Minority 


Presents “Decades of Pride.” 


Edmonton Vocal Minority is proud join in the 1997 Pride celebration in 
Edmonton. EMV will be presenting their fifth annual Pride concert on 
Saturday, June 28 at Convocation Hall on the University of Alberta 
campus. The 1997 Pride Awards will be included in this special 
presentation. 


The centerpiece of the Pride concert is the long awaited reprise of 
David Maddux’s “Boy’s and Girls With Stories.” It will feature 
performances from the mixed-voice chorus, soloists, and a variety of 
musical instrumentation. 


The composition is comprised of ten songs and deals with a wide range 
of issues that affect our lives. It looks at being born and growing up, 
finding ones own sexuality, dealing with disparity of understanding 
between some parents and gay children, living in the closet and abuse 
and denial. It provides a pointed look at tolerance inside and outside 
lesbian and gay culture, along with a comment on how we often fall all 
over ourselves trying to be politically correct. 


The composition takes a personal glimpse into various individuals’ lives 
and talks to us about how difficult it may be to find love. There isa 
light hearted look at the abandonment to traditional roles contrasted 
with a dramatic statement about the rage and frustration many people 
experience in their lives. A riveting moment in the production reminds 
us of the many women and men we have lost to AIDS and other 
causes. 

There is a “Better Day Dawning.” The performance ends on a hopeful 
note, aiming us forward to the time when universal acceptance and 
tolerance are the rule, not the exception. 


“Someday, with our hands reaching outward, 
We’ ll arrive at the crossroads of a new unity; 
Someday, there’s a better dawning, 

Dawning on me!” 


“Boys and Girls With Stories” is the most-often-requested work EVM 
has ever performed. It’s not difficult to see why; the stories and 
messages touch us all. 


An expanded stage at Convocation Hall and professional sound 
reinforcement by FM Systems will enhance the presentation of this 
special Pride performance. 


Pride Awards 


The first portion of the concert evening will include the 1997 Pride 
Awards. Edmonton Vocal Minority is proud to be a community partner 
in these presentations. 


Pride Certificates will be awarded to individuals and groups who, 
through the past year, have made special and significant contributions 
to the visibility, health, and growth of our community. The Maureen 
Irwin and Michael Phair Awards will also be presented. These 
presentations are made to a woman and a man who have made 
important and sustained contributions to Edmonton’s les-bi-gay 
community over a number of years. 


If you have nominations for any of the awards, please contact GLCCE 
for nomination forms. The deadline is June 14. 


Advance tickets for this Pride event are available at several of the 
outlets. Please see the EVM ad in this edition of Times. 10 
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Have a problem, need an answer? Drop our overly medicated but 
impeccably dressed Sassy Sinn a short but sweet letter with your problem. 
Answers based on fact, fiction and the alignment of the stars to Uranus. 
Sassy will try to answer your inquiries on sex, relationships, etiquette and 
fashion tips. Sassy however does not assume any responsibility for anything 
she says. You can write letters, or e-mail Sassy at our web site: 
www.times10.org 


Dear Sassy 
c/o Times .10 Publications Society 
10121 124 Street, Edmonton, Ab., T5N 1P5 


Dear Sassy, 

My room mates are slobs!!! I’m not anally obsessive about cleanliness but 
how difficult is it to place your dirty dishes in the dishwasher instead of the sink? 
Sassy, please don’t even get me started on pubes in the bathroom sink and 
embedded in the soap, I’m frustrated with these people’s dirty habits. I do enjoy 
living with them otherwise. 

Pigpen Problems 

Dear Piggy, 

Beware, if the pubes have run amok in the bathroom, there will soon be no 
stopping them. They'll appear when you lest expect them; when Mother comes to 
town to visit, she find the wretched whiskers in her martini glass; the 
treacherous tresses will change the locks on the door, for when you come home at 
4:00 am after a night of debased debauchery; their sneakiest move is to lodge 
themselves at the back of your throat unexpectedly just when things get intimate 
between you and your, ugh-hum, lover. 

If you intend to stay in the sty, talk to them one last time before using a 


Harold Smith 


EATON CENTRE 


2ND FLOOR EATON CENTRE 
(PEDWAY TO MANULIFE) 


429-2233 


Dear Saray 


few guerrilla warfare techniques to prove your serious. Instead of taking the dirty 
dishes out of the sink and placing them into the dishwasher you could place them in 
their bedrooms. In fact any mess they make and leave for you could be transferred 
into their bedroom, the bed itself, and garbage left in the back seat of a car tends to 
get really stinky after sitting out in the sun all day. 

Now if the pesky pubes persist, you could put nair into their suntan lotion, 
shampoo, hair conditioner as well as in their body lotion. 


Dear Sassy, 

Why do people insist on talking about such mundane things as the weather 
and what was on television the previous night? 

Captured in conversation 

Dear Enraged in Conversation, 

Silly little anti social twit. The weather is the base root of conversation 
protocol in terms of proper social etiquette. It helps break the ice, assists in creating 
and maintaining a conversation until common ground is discovered between 
strangers. That is why we speak of the weather. As for prime time television, well 
honey child don’t even get me going. It’s called the idiot box for a reason, and like 
the saying goes “The medium is the message.” 


Dear Sassy, 

My best friend chews his food with his mouth open as well as inhaling his 
meal as fast as humanly possible. How can I inform him of his rude behavior? 

Tired of the Rain of Food 

Dear Well-Mannered Friend, 

Since this is your best friend we’ re talking about, you could always bitch slap 
him up side the head. That always works with me for when Conchita gets unruly. 
In other circumstances letting the uncivilized know of their uncouthness would not 
be construed as crass, as the other party was the first to act criminally rude. Please do 
this in private not in public, it is the proper thing to do. 


WESTEND 


17303 STONY PLAIN RO 
(INSIDE SUPERSTORE) 


483-8778 


“OWNER-OPERATED FRANCHISES AND MEMBERS OF IGTA* 
(INTERNATIONAL GAY TRAVEL ASSOCIATION) 


"WE ARE FULL SERVICE AGENCIES WITH KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE" 
IN GAY AND LESBIAN TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS. 


* TOURS AND PACKAGES* CRUISES” ACCOMMODATION" 


ASK US ABOUT THE 1998 GAY GAMES IN 
AMSTERDAM ! 
BOOK YOUR SPACE NOW TO AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT ! 


GAY MENS 
OUTREACH 
CREW UPDATE 


By Kirk Starkie 
Program Administrator 
GMOC 


Just a quick note to let everyone know what 
is going on with the Gay Mens Outreach 
Crew (GMOC). Our latest round of 
workshops was judged to be a huge success, 
according to all concerned, and we are 
looking forward to running another series in 
the early fall. Many thanks to the dedicated 
facilitators who ran these workshops: Fred 
Dicker, Garrett Epp, Brian Ferris, Brian 
Mader, and Jim Shermeta. 


VOLUNTEERS WELCOME 


GMOC is always interested in volunteers to 
help us out with our various activities. To 
find out how to become involved with the 
Gay Mens Outreach Crew, gives Kirk a call 


sononnocseeonates 


at 488-5742, leave a message at 988-3671, or feel free 
to attend one of our meetings (next one is scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 17 —all meetings are held at the AIDS 
Network office at 7:00 PM — #201, 11456 - Jasper 
Avenue). It’s a great way to meet men! 


“TALKING TOGETHER.” 


This new, ongoing workshop/support/discussion group 
will be held every Sunday evening. This is a joint 
effort of GMOC and GLCCE and will be held at the 
Gay and Lesbian Community Center — #103, 10612 - 
124 Street. The group will run from 7 - 9 PM, and the 
first session will be held in Sunday, June 15. These 
informal drop-in sessions are there for you to attend 
whenever you like! Some topics will be scheduled in 
advance, while others will be generated by the group 
so bring your questions and concerned. There will be 
four different facilitators for this group, taking turns 
on a rotating basis so you will benefit from a wealth of 
experience. The group is open to gay and bisexual 
men (or those who are not quite sure yet) of all ages. 
Get the SUPPORT you need from those who have 
been there. PRE-REGISTRATIONS for this group is 
required, so give Kirk Starkie a call at 488-5742. 


ESTHBTIQUE 


Conrad's 


PRIDE FESTIVAL PASSPORT 1997 


...Coming soon to a bar /club/café/bookstore near you! 
On JUNE 13’Th, the PRIDE FESTIVAL PASSPORT 
will be hitting the streets of Edmonton. This pocket 
sized booklet is your guide to eight days of events, 
June 21 - 28, celebrating Edmonton’s Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, Transgendered Community. Carry this 
PASSPORT with you during PRIDE FESTIVAL and 
have it stamped each time you attend one of the events. 
If you collect four or more “Stamps” on your passport, 
you can enter your name into a draw to be eligible for 
one of three prizes packages worth thousands in (Well, 
okay, maybe only dozens) of dollars. Watch for 
posters telling you where you can pick up your 
passport. 


SHOW YOUR PRIDE THIS YEAR AND SUPPORT 
PRIDE FESTIVAL 1997! 


Table Music: Embracing Difference, Creating 
Harmonies. A conference for Mennonite Brethren, Lesbigay 
people, families and affirming friends. To be held October 3 
to 5, 1997 in Canmore. For more information and registration 
form contact Heather at 403-987-4974, or Fax 403-987-4089 
( non-Mennonites also welcome! 


454-6552 


12212 - 107 Avenue 


Edmonton, AB T5M 4A8 


SUGAR BOWL COFFEE SHOP & JUICE BAR 


(10724 - 124 STREET, PHONE 451-103 


AXIOS. — Eastern & Orthodox 
Christian Gay Men and Women 


What is AXIOS? 

AXIOS is an organization of Eastern & 
Near Eastern Orthodox, and Byzantine & 
Eastern-rite Catholic Gay & Lesbian lay 
Christians. 


What does the word AXIOS mean? 

It is taken from the Greek liturgical word 
which describes a truly worthy and 
deserving person. 


Who belongs to AXIOS? 

A Gay or Lesbian person who belongs to, 
or has been educated and reared in, o1 
converted to the Eastern Christian 
tradition. It often, but not always, means 
people of Greek, Slavic, Albanian, 
Though 
AXIOS is a lay organization, bishops, 


Semitic or Armenian heritage. 


priests and other clergy have also become 


members 


Who founded AXIOS? 

AXIOS was founded in Los Angeles, CA 
in 1980. Interested gay people in New 
York established an east-coast branch 
founded on the same principles as the 
Californian group. Chapters also have 
formed in Colorado; Ohio; Pennsylvania; 
Chicago, IL; New Orleans, LA; Boston, 
MA; Phoenix, AZ; San Francisco, CA; 
Washington, DC; Detroit, MI, and Las 
Vegas, NV. We also have two chapters 
outside the U.S., in Canada and 
Australia. 


Together we can render support and 
positive reinforcement based on our 
common situations: being a religious 
minority in North America andwithin 
that, and above all, a sexual-orientation 


minority as well 


What does AXIOS do? 

* Meetings begin with a Vespers service 
and typically include a guest speaker, 
discussion, or presentation. 
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* Members engage in research, dialogue 
with church authorities and members of the 
gay and lesbian community, help with the 
newsletter or other projects. We keep in 
regular contact between meetings and share 
and disseminate news of interest to our 
community. 

* We have a variety of literature and other 
items available: essays on theological 
issues, homosexuality and Orthodoxy, lives 
of saints, biblical interpretation, the Rite of 
Brotherhood. 

* We are currently publishing a prayer 
book containing well-known and harder-to- 
find prayers of the Church in a format 
suitable for the private or public devotions 
of laypersons anywhere, without a priest 
necessarily being present. 

* We refer members to understanding 
priests or warn them about hostile 
ones,where the information is available. 


For futher information contact: 

In Edmonton: Dushan Bednarsky at (403) 
454-8449, Or visit the AXIOS website at: 
http://www.qrd.org/qrd/www/orgs/axios 


ARSE GPT DE LE FLEE ET 
Dignity Edmonton 


by Dennis Benoit 


Coming out and coming home 


for this writer occurred in May of 1982 
when Dignity Edmonton hosted the 
first ever Canadian national conference 
for Dignity Canada Dignite’. The 
Edmonton chapter, born just a few 
years earlier, is part of an international 
movement that brings together gay and 
lesbian Catholics and friends. Dignity 
was originally established in California 
in 1969, the same year as the Stonewall 
riots, and membership grew quickly 
thereafter. 


As the support group and faith- 
filled community, Dignity encourages a 
process of self-understanding and 
personal integration with respect to 
issues including spirituality and 
sexuality and other aspects of our 
humanness. As members of Dignity, we 
self-identify as Catholics because our 
inherited, taught, or 
chosen has been the Roman Catholic 


religious heritage 


Church. Dignity’s relationship with the 
“official” church varies from chapter to 
chapter, and from member to member. 
In our Dignity communities, we come 
together to express our faith in God 
who created us and loves us, with 
Christ as our model. 


The existence of a Dignity 
community is for some members an 
occasion to be conscience to the official 
church on matters of pastoral care for 
lesbian and gay Catholics everywhere. 
The Dignity community does not wish 


to create a new church, but rather 
we wish to maintain our 
identification as Catholics as we 
create new ways to live out what 
that means. For some members, 
the only contact with the 
sacramental life of the church is 
through Dignity’s liturgical 
celebrations. 


Presently, Dignity 
Edmonton gathers every second 
and fourth Tuesday of each month 
for Mass at the Basilica, dining 
out, potluck suppers, or 
discussions and reflections on a 
wide spectrum of issues pertaining 
to our lives. Either individually or 
collectively, we interact with other 
gay groups in the Edmonton area, 
so we can inform and be informed 
about what matters in the church 
and the community at large of 
lesbian and gay Christian issues 
Keeping in contact with other 
Dignity chapters and maintaining 
and extensive library are also a 
part of the life of a Dignity 
Edmonton 


SS So 
WHAT IS ILLUSIONS? 

Illusions is a social club for people 
who are transgendered. Our 


members are usually either a 
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HOMEMADE BURGERS & 
HOME COOKED DAILY LUNCH 


PRICES!! 


10242 - 106 _ Strect, CdImonton 
| (One block south of Gjrant MacEwan on 106 st.) 
Phone 423-5014 
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Edmonton’s 
Gay 
Community 
Support 
Groups 
and 
Services 


AIDS Network 

of Edmonton Society 

The Network retains its original 
operating philosophy: to provide support 
and education wherever it can be helpful 
in north-central Alberta. AIDS Network 
of Edmonton works cooperatively with 
all those organizations in Alberta and 
across the country who are working to 
help limit the spread of HIV infection. 
Today the network provides: Education. 
Info-Line, Speakers Bureau, Resource 
material and various Support groups. If 
you wish to know more about the 
Network call 488-5742 


Alcoholics Anonymous 

A Aisa fellowship of men and women 
who share their experience, strength and 
hope with each other that they may solve 
their common problem and help others to 
recover from alcoholism. The only 
requirement for membership is a desire 
to stop drinking. Call 424-5900 for times 
and places of Gay and Lesbian meetings. 


AXIOS - Edmonton 

AXIOS is an international organization 
of Eastern Orthodox and Eastern-Rite 
Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians. 
Our mandate is to promote a greater 
understanding of human sexuality and 
spirituality within the Eastern Christian 
tradition. The AXIOS monthly 
newsletter is available via the Internet. 
Contact Dushan at 454-8449 for more 
information. 


Bare Naked Boys Club of Edmonton - 
BNBCE 

A naturalist group of gay men in 
Edmonton interested in social nudity. 
This is not a sex club. Men of all ages 
welcome. Call Fred at 469-7231 for 
information. 


Brethren Mennonite Council 

For Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual concerns. 
This is a support community for gay. 
lesbian and bisexual Mennonites and 
friends. Contact Tim at 454-1479 or 
Garrett at 423-1725 or e-mail: 
garrett.epp @ ualberta.ca. 


Dignity Edmonton 

This Edmonton chapter is a support 
community for gay, lesbian Catholics 
and friends. Contact Bernard at 451- 
1794 or Dennis at 482-6845 


Edmonton Prime Timers 

Prime Timers is a social fraternity for 
older gay and bisexual men and their 
friends. The purpose of Prime Timers is 
to provide an opportunity for mature gay 
men to fraternize and join together in a 
program of social activities. Meetings 
held 2nd Sunday each month at the 
Unitarian Church at 3:00 p.m. If you 
would like more information address 
correspondence to Chairman, Edmonton 
Prime Timers, Suite 1093, 11444 - 119 
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Street. Edmonton, T5G 2X6. Contact Peter at 
426-7019. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 

A mixed voice chorus joining together in a 
common love of music and a desire to build a 
greater spirit of unity and pride in the 
lesbigay community. If you are interested in 
singing with EVM or working in the areas of 
promotion, staging or front of house concerts 
and events. please contact us at P. O. Box 
12091, Main Post Office, TSJ 3L2 or 
telephone 988-4620. 


Feather of Hope Aboriginal AIDS 
Prevention Society 

The Feather of Hope was founded on a need 
to provide AIDS education and support to 
Native People in Alberta. Through education 
and the development of communities in 
partnership, it is hoped that the spread of 
AIDS will be lessened. We offer training and 
education programs, as well as support 
through traditional ways. Volunteers are very 
important to us, if you can help, or would 
simply like some more information call 488- 
5773 


Free-To-Be Volleyball Association 

We have 3 divisions: |) Fun/Recreational - 
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 p.m.; No regular 
commitment needed: Now until end of June 
you can join anytime. Fee: $10.00/year: 
Level: Beginners to Intermediate: Donnan 
School - 79Ave & 87 Street. 2) Competitive - 
Tuesdays, 7-9:30 p.m.; Fee $35/8 week 
period; Coaching & Games each night. 3) 
Beach - Day/time/cost TBA; June to 
September. For more Volleyball information 
call Ron at 428-3375. 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton (G.L.C.C.E.) 

The centre contributes to the well-being of 
Edmonton’s gay. lesbian and bisexual 
community through informational, social 
support services and its social information 
line. The services offered by the centre 
include an information line, telephone 
referrals, library, drop-in peer support 
counselling and social activities arranged and 
sponsored by the centre. Further information 
is available at 488-3234 


Gaylines 

A special telephone service is available. The 
intent of this line is to aid in the forming of a 
central information net that will aid all walks 
of life. Messages are outgoing only. The line 
is setup in a single location that will be 
permanent and will also be listed in the 
phone directory. It is free to all Alternative 
Lifestyles, Support groups, Clubs. 
Individuals and Businesses. Call 486-9661 to 
request your mailbox. 


Gay Men’s Outreach Crew (G.M.O.C.) 
G.M.O.C. is a peer education initiative for 
gay/bisexual men that works toward: 
preventing the spread of HIV amongst men 
who have sex with men. advocating for 
healthy lifestyle choices, and addressing 
social and health concerns by fostering self- 
esteem and gay positive attitudes. For 
information on G.M.O.C, workshops and 
other activities contact Kirk at 488-5742. or 
call our Hotline at 988-3671. 


Gay and Lesbian Awareness (G.A.L.A.) 
We are an organization interested in human 
rights issues especially related to sexual 
orientation and changing Federal and 
Provincial legislation. We are always 
interested in new members. If you are 
interested call Murray Billet at 482-7421 


Illusions Social Club 

A social club for Crossdressers, Transsexuals 
and their supporters. Our main goal is to 
provide a safe, discreet and friendly 
atmosphere where we can socialize as a 
group. We also provide information and peer 
support for members. We hold two socials 
each month, one on the second Thursday and 
one on the third Saturday. For more 
information write to Illusions Social Club, 


Box 33002, Glenwood P.O., Edmonton, AB 
TSP 4V8; or phone either 488-3234 (GLCCE) 
on Tuesday evenings to talk to someone person 
to person or 486-9661 box | to leave a message 


Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose 
The mission of the Court is to raise funds for 
charities and other organizations which either 
provide direct services to gay and lesbian 
individuals. Meetings of the Society are held 
monthly on the last Wednesday. For meeting 
location and time please see the Court notice 
boards in Boots and Saddle or the Roost. You 
may also call Gaylines at 486-9661 and press 
box 27. http://www.geocities.com/ 
WestHollywood/5904 


Interfaith Association on AIDS Edmonton 
The purpose of this association is to sensitize 
local faith communities and their leaders to the 
unique spiritual and emotional needs of those 
infected by HIV/AIDS. The following faith 
communities are included: Anglican, Baha’i, 
Baptist, Beth Shalom Synagogue, Lutheran. 
Metropolitan Community Church, Roman 
Catholic, Temple Beth Ora, Ukrainian Catholic. 
Unitarian and United Churches. Phone 448- 
1768 for more information. 


Lambda Christian Community Church 

We are a non-denominational evangelical 
Christian church. One of our primary goals is to 
provide a safe and affirming environment for all 
who desire to worship God. Lambda 
Community Church, 1 1148-84 Avenue 
(Garneau United Church) Edmonton, T6G OV8. 
Call 474-0753. Weekly Sunday service at 7 p 
m. 


Liaison Committee, The 

In June of 1993 Edmonton Police Service and 
the Gay and Lesbian community for met a 
liaison to promote an atmosphere of 
understanding and mutual respect. For more 
Info call Edmonton Police Service at 424-7248 
(pager 293) or Murray Billet at 482-7421 


Lipstick Lesbian Youth Peer Support 

This is an organization intended to allow all 
femme lesbians and bisexuals the chance to 
meet and realize that they are not alone. Our 
goal is not to segregate the lesbian community, 
but to acknowledge that femmes do exist. This 
is an opportunity to meet and socialize with 
other femmes. Please call 988-4836 for more 
information. 


Living Positive 

Emotional, spiritual and psychological support 
is available through Living Positive to all those 
affected by HIV infection. We offer strong. 
loving, confidential support. We also meet 
weekly and share our mutual experiences. 
Living Positive is entirely directed by and for 


people who share a common diagnosis of HIV+. 


Peer counselling, hospital visits and a speakers 
bureau are also available through our society. 
Phone 488-5768 


Lutherans Concerned: Edmonton 

We are a spiritual community for lesbian, gay . 
bisexual and straight people. Lutherans 
Concerned gathers monthly for worship. 
sharing, and friendship. We offer individual 
support and a safe space for our own spiritual 
questions. Call Tim at 482-2294, or write P.O. 
Box 11095, Edmonton, AB. T5J 3K4 e-mail: 
luthconc @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Metropolitan Community Church of 
Edmonton (M.C.C.) 

We are a local church within the denomination 
of the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan 
Community Churches. Our major focus is to the 
defranchised of society. The UFMCC allows 
anyone to feel a part of the Christian 
Community and to claim our place in God’s 
Universe. Services are open to all. We worship 
on Sunday evenings at 7:15 at McDougall 
United Church - South entrance. Please feel free 
to join us! Call 429-2321 for more information. 


Northern Chaps 

Edmonton’ s Leather - Fetish club for Gay. 
Lesbian, and straight men and womyn was 
established six years ago. We strike to educate 


the rest of the community through 
workshops, staged demonstrations and 
events in order to heighten awareness. 
Northern chaps meets at Boots & Saddle on 
the first and third Friday of each month at 9 
PM. 


Northern Titans 

Northern Titans International Bowling 
League meets every Saturday. at 5:00pm 
September to April, at Pins & Cues 
Bowling & Billiards Centre, Southeast 
corner of Westmount Shopping Centre, 111 
Ave. & 135 St. For more information please 
call Paul Guerette at (403) 456-0851 or 
Karen Kurylo at (403) 432-7759 


Out and Out (O*) 

An Outdoor and Recreation Group for 
Edmonton’s Lesbigay Community and their 
friends. Membership is $5.00 per calendar 
year. Free newsletter published bimonthly 
and available at local gay hangouts. O” 
Hotline is 988-3132 for activity inf., who to 
contact, how to join etc. Get Involved - 
Have Fun - Meet New People.. 


OUTreach 

OUTreach is a university based 
organization for gays, lesbians and 
bisexuals interested in an academic 
atmosphere. Meetings are held every 
Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. on campus; main floor 
of the Athabasca hall. Topics vary from 
week to week. Additional information is 
available by calling 988-4166. 


PFLAG 

Parents, Families, & Friends of Lesbians & 
Gays. PFLAG promotes the health and 
well-being of Gay. Lesbian and Bisexual 
persons, their families and friends through 
support, education and advocacy. Mectings 
are held the 3rd Tuesday of the month.. 
Newsletter editor Ellen at 465-3057. 
Outreach to speak confidentially to a 
PFLAG volunteer 944-1394, Voice Box 
3524 (PFLAG) Mon-Thurs, 7-9:30 p.m. 
(Recording 24 hrs a day). 


Pink Triangle Youth of Edmonton 
(P.T.Y.E.) 

The Pink Triangle Youth Group is a 
program offered by the Community Centre. 
The youth group exists so that young people 
age 16 to 21 - lesbians, gays. bisexuals and 
those wondering about their sexuality can 
explore their feelings, meet other young 
people like themselves. Information is 
available to all along with fun ina safe, 
supportive environment. Phone 906-6221 
for more information about the Youth 
Group. 


S.0.L.0. 

Social Organization for Lesbians Only is a 
group that gets together for fun and 
recreation. Lesbians over 18 are welcome to 


join in for weekend functions and 


entertainment. We combine friendship, 
companionship and support with singles 
and couples welcome. Call Linda at 447- 
4776 for more information 


Team Edmonton 

Team Edmonton - Gay Games Association 
is set up to provide an opportunity for 
person interested in participating in the Gay 
Games through fund raising. If you would 
like to be involved with Team Edmonton 
call 482-2789 


Visions - Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
Gay. Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender 
discussion group. We meet the 4th 
Wednesday of the month. Call UCE at 454- 
8073 or Anita at 454-1992. Not necessarily 
Christian. 


Womonspace 

The purpose of Womonspace is to foster a 
positive Lesbian identity among oursclves 
and the larger community. We hold dances. 
produce a newsletter and hold other 
activities. For information call the Lesbian 
Life at 425-0511. 


" 488: 69150 
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Elspeth 
Cameron 


Sitting in the Bagel Tree Cafe, 
surrounded by young university 
students, Elspeth Cameron is very much 
the urban academic - 
well-dressed, well- 
spoken, polite yet 
reserved. Nevertheless, 
a warmth and 
recognition comes from 
her that cuts through 
exteriors and we get to 
the heart of our 
conversation - coming 
out as lesbian. 

For many of us, 
coming out is a gradual 
process of disclosing 
who we are to family, 
friends and perhaps 
colleagues. Not stopping 
there, well-known 
Canadian biographer 
Elspeth Cameron, has 
gone national with her 
coming out. In the form 
of a personal memoir 
entitled No Previous 
Experience: A Memoir 
of Love and Change 
Cameron recounts her 
experience of falling in love with a 
woman, of extricating herself from an 
abusive marriage and working through 
her own process of coming to know 
herself as lesbian. 

The responses to Cameron’s book 
have been various; “I’ve received 
everything from ‘people shouldn’t write 
these things, they’re too disturbing’, to 
letters saying ‘this is my story, and it’s 
changed my life’. There’s been a whole 
spectrum of responses.” says Cameron. 
Many of us who have lived through 
experiences similar to those Cameron 
describes in her book would agree with 
the latter. 

Cameron’s publisher is marketing 
her book as a literary work (which it 
certainly is), however those of us who 
are gay and lesbian will no doubt form a 
major block of purchasers. This is one 
coming-out story that will connect 
deeply with the experiences of many 
woman, unlike the latest spate of T.V. 
lesbians who don’t necessarily mirror 
our reality. 

Elspeth Cameron is a 
woman of considerable 
courage. “This book is a huge risk,” 
says Cameron, “but it is also the most 
important work I’ve done.” As the 
biographer of Earle Birney, Irving 
Layton and Hugh McLennan (for which 
her book was short-listed for the 
Governor General’s Award), Cameron 
has focussed much of her career on 
well-known Canadian men. This memoir 
is not only a moving love story between 
two women, but it is also Cameron’s 
effort to speak out from her own 
experience. “Each voice helps to 
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normalize homosexuality - to say that we 
are normal.” 

As an academic (she still teaches 
Canadian Studies and English at the 
University of Toronto, while living long- 
weekends and holidays in Calgary with her 
partner, Janice), Cameron is quite aware 
that she is among a privileged group of 


people. “I was in an elite.” she says. “I 


had a good education, a good job, I am 
successful, I have a lot of security.” She 


feels strongly that people like her must 
speak out, so that laws and social 
conditions will change so that those who 


are unable to do so now, for fear of losing 


jobs or children for example, may be free 


to do so in the future. “Laws need to 
protect people like that. More people like 
me need to speak out. | am secure 
therefore I can speak out. Many other 
people can’t.” 

Cameron is outraged at 
the current situation in Alberta 
surrounding lesbian and gay 


people being foster parents. “it’s 
scandalous that this woman [Ms. T.] who 
was a good foster parent for so many 
years is not allowed to, now that it is 
known she is lesbian. It makes no sense at 
all.” If people are disturbed by Cameron’s 
coming out, she is hopeful that it will 
spark debate and discussion that will 
ultimately make a difference in the way 
lesbian and gay people are treated. 

She is also deeply concerned about 
the issue of abuse. Marriage is the context 
out of which she tells her story and from 
which she is happy to be removed. The 
relationship with her ex-husband was 
volatile and abusive. Cameron feels 
strongly that “it is important for this issue 
to be out there for people to debate, and 
for people to be disturbed by it. It is 
disturbing.” She has been surprised and 
somewhat shocked at the men who have 
identified with Paul, her abusive husband. 
“This is a story of empowerment and 
independence,” says Cameron, “of a 
woman extricating herself from a very 
troubled marriage to independence and a 
better life. Some people may be threatened 


by that.” This kind of disturbance, is good, says Cameron, 
because it gets these questions out in the open where they 
can be discussed, and changes made. 

When asked if she sees herself as an activist for 
lesbian and gay rights, Cameron’s reply indicates not only 
her humility on the issue, but also the intellectual’s need to 
get all the information together first. She says, “I am no 
expert. I only know what happened to me. I’m a novice at 
this; I’m not qualified to be part of the debate.” Cameron is 
a writer first and foremost, and says that right now “my 
dearest wish is to get away and write some more. What I 
really want to do is write.” There is a strong sense in which 
Cameron will step 
further into the 
“debate” whether she 
wants to or not. 

What would she say 
to the lesbian and gay 
community?““Be 
proud. Stand up 
and be counted, 
if you can. And 
don’t cringe.” 
Elspeth Cameron's 
courage in coming out 
is an example for all 
of us. 

No Previous 
Experience is 
available at Orlando’s 
Bookstore. 


submitted by Heather 


Marshall 
(First rights only) 


“GARNEAU 


8712 -109Street {hh eatre 


edmonton’s FILMS OF 
home of SUBSTANCE 


e prices: 
Adults: $8 

§ Youth & Students: $6 
Child & Senior: $4 


Tuesdays - all seats: $5 


nite owl shows 


p= friday & saturday! 


24 hour movie info-line 


433-0728 


or on the internet 
http:/ /www.ualberta.ca/edmonton/movies/garneau.html 
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crossdresser, transvestite or a transsexual. Lifestyle 
supporters 

and significant others are also encouraged to join. Illusions 
is open to persons of all sexual orientations: straight, bi, gay 
or lesbian. Our club includes many members who are 
married. Illusions, however is not a sex club. 


The purpose of our club is to provide a safe, discreet and 
friendly atmosphere for our members. A major goal of 
Illusions is to foster a sense of self-worth and dignity among 
our members; to help our members come to respect 
themselves and to thereby gain social acceptance. Our code 
of ethics demands discretion and respect for other member's 
sensitivities. 


Illusions was founded seven years ago and we how have 
chapters in Edmonton, Red Deer and Calgary. We have 
active members in each of the four western provinces. There 
are over 250 active members in Illusions, with a sizable 
number currently living in Edmonton and area. 


Our functions are low key and are designed to develop a 
member’s feminine side by means of social and educational 
activities. We hold four socials each month. One is in 
Edmonton, two in Calgary and one in Red Deer. These 
socials are open to all members and their guests. Our socials 
cover a wide range of themes. We have covered topics 
ranging from wig care to how to speak as a woman on these 
nights. Sometimes it is simply a fun night where we can get 
together and head out on the town to enjoy our true selves in 
the company of like minded people. 


Members from other cities are always welcome to attend 
events hosted by the other chapters. Often a group from 
Edmonton will head out for a weekend of “en femme” fun in 
the other cities. Of course, we’ ve also had some of the girls 
from Calgary and Red Deer come up to pay us a visit, most 
notably for the ISCWR Ball and our Winterfest celebration. 


One of the main ways Illusions keeps contact with its 
members is through our bi-monthly magazine, called 
“Tilusion.” The magazine is included with the cost of 
membership. The magazine contains how-to articles on 
crossdressing, other articles collected from similar 
publications across North America, interviews with 
prominent members of the community, personal stories and 
adventures of members and a summary of recent Illusions 
events and plugs for upcoming socials. The club also has a 
small library in Edmonton for our members. There is an even 
larger library of books, magazines and videos available at our 
Calgary club. 


The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose 
(I.S.C.W.R.) was incorporated as the New Royalist Social 
Society of Northern Alberta in 1975 making it one of the 
oldest gay organizations in Edmonton. The mission 
statement of the Society is to fund raise for charities and 
other organizations which either provide direct services to 
the gay community of Edmonton or which work to promote 
a positive and accepting attitude to gays and lesbians in the 
community as a whole. It is one of over 60 affiliated 
chapters operating across North America. 


The organization was initially formed to provide a social 
and entertainment outlet for the gay community in 
Edmonton at a time when such services were not generally 
available. Over the years the organization has grown and 
evolved with the city’s gay community. In recognition of the 
changing needs of the community, the growing awareness 
of the vulnerability of gays and lesbians to violence and 
discrimination, and the AIDS crises, the organization has 
become more vocal and outspoken in the pursuit of its 
goals. 


The organization maintains that male or female 
impersonation, or “Drag,” as an entertainment vehicle 
provides an effective fund raising mechanism and gives a 
highly visible focal point to the activities of the Court. But 
we maintain that it is not how a person dresses that matters, 
be it sequined gowns or leather, suits or jeans; it is what 
that person does for the betterment of his or her community 
that is important. Thus the education of the public to the 
needs of its gay and lesbian members has taken on a greater 
role in the activities of the organization. We have now 
recognized that it is necessary to publicize our contributions 
and activities so the gay and lesbian community as a whole 


can be aware and proud of the history, actions, and 
credibility of our Imperial Sovereign Court. 


Over the years the Court has raised considerable funds 
for gay and gay positive charities. It has also reached 
out to the community of Edmonton as a whole to make 
charitable donations to worthwhile organizations. These 
organizations have included the Christmas Bureau, Win 
House, AIDS Network, The Feather of Hope Society, 
PFLAG, and the Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton. We also support Gaylines, a scholarship 
fund, Stars of Hope Fund, and a citizen of the year 


_award. These donations and awards are presented 


annually at our Coronation Ball held in late August. 


Membership in the I1.S.C.W.R. is open to anyone 
supporting the mission of the organization; the Court 
does not discriminate on any aspect of sex or gender 
orientation. A person’s gender, life-style, or mode of 
dress has no bearing whatsoever on acceptance in our 
organization. These principles, we maintain, should be 
extended to all society. If you wish to become a member 
of the Court please contact us through Gaylines at 486- 
9661 Box 27. 


Jesus, Moses, and an old man are playing golf. 


Moses tees up and hits his ball into the water trap. 
Nonplussed, he goes over to the lake, parts the 
water with his club, and hits the ball onto the 
green. 


Jesus tees up next, and also manages to land in the 
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water trap, where the ball curiously floats. So he walks 
down to the lake, out across the water, and hits his ball 
out onto the green. 


Last to tee up is the old man, whose ball heads straight 
for the water, also. As the ball hits the surface of the 
water, a fish jumps up and swallows it and is 
immediately grabbed by an eagle, which deposits the fish 
on the green. The ball shoots out of the fish’s mouth and 
rolls into the cup. 


Jesus turns around and says, “Nice shot, Dad!” 


OUT&Out (O’) 


As this group enters its 3rd summer, its volunteer's are 
proud to offer a diverse selection of social, recreational and 
outdoor activities to the lesbigay Community and its 
Friends. Reminder: you do not have to be an “elite athlete” 
or “rugged outdoorsy” type to do any of our activities! 


Why does O” exist? 
It exists to bring people with similar interests together and 
to offer a huge variety of quality social alternatives. 


What does O? do? 

O’ reflects the diverse community it serves and the 
possibilities are endless! Since O? began in 1995 our 
activities have included: Mountain Biking trips, Beach 
Volleyball Picnics, Gardening Excursions, Billiards, a Dog 
Walking group, Spelunking (cave exploring), Tennis, 
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ibers and their Guests 


Domestic Beer or Highballs 2.25 


Sunday open at 3:00 pm with Roof Top Patio 
Sambuca always 1.50 
10242 - 106 Street 423-5014 


PRETENDING 


On my way home from work the first day 
a new job I saw a station wagon with the 
typical police lights on the top parked in < 
cemetery entrance. I quickly glanced at m 


speedometer and lightly touched the brake 


to slow down. No problem. 


The next day, the vehicle was there again; 


and the next, and the next. When I asked 


some work colleagues about it, they told me 
the owner is the caretaker for the cemetery 


and does that to harass people who don’t 
know him. 


As akid, | played cops and robbers with t 
neighbor kid. The point of the game was t 


add some excitement to our young lives and 


to be larger than life for a while. Whether 
was the cop or the robber, I felt more 
Important. 


Adults play games, too. Everyone has a 
Walter Mitty hiding inside somewhere. 
When two people agree to play a game it 
can be exciting for both. 


of making themselves out to be more than 
they know they are. 


1 


y There has to be a lot of pain in such a 
game. The pretenders really want to 
have the power because they feel 
powerless. They seek to fool others in 
the hope that they can fool themselves. 
They reach for external symbols of 


If only I could tell the bogus cop that I 

think he is a wonderful person, just as 
he he is. | wish I had that magic mirror on 
0 _ the wall that would show the looker that 
he/she IS the fairest of them all - inside. 


I 


Oh, how wonderful it would be if there 
were more people who would act as 
such mirrors to those around them; 
always reflecting the inner beauty of 
each person back to him or her. The 
perfection that is Man endows each of 
us with shining internal beauty. We just 
don’t see it often enough in ourselves. 


The rub comes when one is playing a game 


and not telling others; like that make-belie 
cop. 


I’ve thought a lot about that pretender. Why 


was this game important to him? Why did 


ve (Copyright) Robert J. Toft (used with 


permission) 


from The Holographic Sailor - Essays 
(web site http://www.lindenmusic.com ) 


he need to have this bogus power over those 


who drove by? 


] felt sorry for him. | recalled other 
pretenders I have known; people with lots 
skills and talent, but who are hung up on 


of 


EVM 


Edmonton 


Vocal Minority 


success while standing on a tottering 
platform of their own insecurity. 


(resets 


Boys and Girls 
With Stories 


June 28, 1997 


featuring 


Tickets 


Regular Price 
$10 advance 
$12 door 


Low Income 
$8 advance 
$12 door 


8:00 pm 
Convocation Hall 
University of Alberta 


The 1997 Pride Awards 


Advance Tickets 


Athena 
Eaton Centre 


The Bagel Tree 
10354 Whyte Avenue 


Cook & Gardener Cafe' 


10345-106 Street 


The Front Page 
10846 Jasper Avenue 


Lyon's Empire 
10121-124 Street 


Orlando Books 
10640 Whyte Avenue 
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June 27, 28, 
July 3,4 & 5 
5:30 PM 


AA 


Cocktails With Kennedy 


The Alberta 
Foundation 
for the Arts 


Wo alberta cHoral federation 
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Orienteering, Touch Football, a Writers 
group, Cross-country Skiing and more! 


Activities already happening now 
include: Rollerblading, Canoeing, 
Group Movie Nights, Gay Mens Coffee 
Nights, Dart Clubs, the 5th Annual 
Camping/Hiking Trip to Jasper, the 
River Valley Cyclists, the Front Runners, 
Ladies Baseball, a 4 X 4 Club, a 
Motorcycle Touring Club, Trappers 
Baseball Outings and the Free-To-Be 
Volleyball Association with Beach, Fun/ 
Rec. and 2 levels of Competitive 
Leagues. 


How do you join or find out more? 

Get the latest O? Newsletter (published 
every 2 months and available at most of 
the gay businesses) &/or call the 24-hour 
Hotline (988-3132). Find an activity that 
interests you and DO IT! PLEASE 
remember to mail in your $5 
membership fee!! Everyone 
participating in an O? activity MUST 
first be a current member. We are 
having significant trouble covering the 
costs of the Newsletters and the Hotline 
because people are *forgetting* to join! 


So. . . if you're just starting to *come 
out* or if you're in need of a change why 
not Get involved, Have fun and Meet 
new people? What are you waiting for? 


Bears Club 


We are a social organization, 
promoting events for and offering 
support to hairy men and their admirers 
interested in the various aspects of the 
Bear Culture. 

We include in our definition of a 
“Bear” a broad spectrum of interests, 
experience and body types. A Bear can 
be short or tall, heavy set to thin and 
with or without body/facial hair, and 
have interests ranging from snuggling, 
to the leather/levi lifestyle etc. 

What brings us all together is the 
attraction we share for Bears and those 
with Bear qualities. A strong comfort 
level in the expression of oneself is the 
primary element of any organization, 
including ours. 

Community awareness and 
understanding of “Beardom” (which we 
use to generically to cover many 
different areas of interest) and allowing 
our membears a social outlet to help 
them on their journey to define 
themselves as Bears, is of importance to 
us. 

We try to fulfill this mandate by 
offering social events to our membears 
in Edmonton's Gay Community and any 
Bears that just may be passing through! 
There are no borders in Bear Country. 

These events can range from pub 
nights, private parties, to campouts and 
many other activities Bears may have a 
desire to share in. 

We are not a sexual contact 
organization. All of our events are open 


to non-members (unless otherwise 
indicated) and you are welcome and 
encouraged to join us! Membership is free, 
our aim is to keep operating costs low for 
the membership by planning activities and 
events that are ‘‘a la carte”, so you are in 
control of your own expenses. We will hold 
fund-raisers at times to raise funds for 
important club events and 

activities, but to date have never needed 
them due to the generous nature of our 
community. 

We are not a political group, but we 
will support other organizations and 
charities as we see fit. We have had many 
successful events this past year, ranging 
from hosting our first Mr. Edmonton Bear 
Competition last December, where the 
winner Lance Lirette (Mr. Bear Edmonton 
1997), went on to win the title of “Mr. 
International Daddy Bear °97" in San 
Francisco, and is thus the first Canadian to 
win a title at an International Bear Event. 
But more importantly, we were proud to we 
could raise money for M.C.C.’s Christmas 
Hampers at our Bear Contest. 

We plan on getting more involved 
with the community in Red Deer and having 
more social and private events in 
Edmonton. We have now established 
regular bar nights on the last Friday of every 
month at our home bar, Boots N’ Saddle 
beginning at 9:00 PM. Mention you are 
there to meet the bears and the bar’s cover 
charge is waived. 

You are welcome to join us at our bar 
night and meet new friends or if you do not 
prefer the bar scene, we do have non-bar 
events and some of our membears are 
currently planning other events that do not 
involve the bars and are in a smoke free 
environment. 

#47,10024-82nd Avenue, Edmonton, 
Alberta T6E 1Z3 
www.amazed.nl/~adldb/bears-ed.html 


Buck Naked Boys Club 


We are a new social club in Edmonton 
for men who have an interest in naturism. 
The club name is direct and to the point - 
Buck Naked Boys Club of Edmonton. We 
are independent of a similar club with a 
similar name from Calgary but we co-operate 
with them whenever possible. 

The focus of the club is to enjoy 
socializing with other boys, all of whom are 
over 18 years of age of course, while 
enjoying the freedom and comfort of being 
nude for the simple joy of it. Sex is not a 
part of any club event and therefore sexual 
orientation is not an issue either. However, 
body image acceptance is an issue with 
which many men have difficulty: Club 
members focus on the simple pleasures of 
being nude and sharing that in a social 
setting and not on any members body 
composition. 

Our events have included pot luck 
suppers, watching movies, card games and 
other board games and sharing good 
conversation in member’s homes. Now that it 
is summertime we are planning outdoor 
events. The sun and the wind caressing all 
parts of one’s body is naturism at it’s best. 
Sun burn and mosquitoes can be a hazard!! 

For information call Fred @469-7231 
or e-mail fdicker@compusmart.ab.ca 


Northern Chaps 


Northern Chaps is Edmonton’s leather 
organization. Founded 10 years ago, it has 
grown into one of the largest leather 
organizations in Western Canada. Northern 
Chaps continues to operate under the three 
basic principles on which its philosophy is 
based: as a social support group for gay men 
interested in the aspects of the leather lifestyle, 
to be active in the overall gay and lesbian 
community in Edmonton and to be part of the 
national and international leather community. 


Northern Chaps however does not limit its 
membership only to gay men. Membership has 
always been available to anyone who supports 
the organization's philosophy, and over the 
years Northern Chaps has evolved to a more 
open and accepting group. 


Northern chaps has also evolved to 
accommodate not only people who are 
interested in leather, but also other aspects of 
the leather scene, such as uniforms, western, 
rubber, construction and so on. 


Northern Chaps believes in safe, sane and 
consensual sexual behaviour between/among 
adults, and seeks as part of its mandate to 
provide educational services to anyone 
interested in what is referred to as the leather 
lifestyle. 


It is important to stress that Northern Chaps is 
not a sex club; however individuals associated 
with the group have the opportunity to met with 
others of similar interests in a supportive 
environment, and can be provided with 
direction, information, camaraderie and 
recreation within the leather lifestyle and the 
greater leather community at large. 


Northern Chaps holds regular bar nights at 
Boots and Saddle on the first and third Friday 
of the month. For more information, Northern 
Chaps can be reached through the Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre of Edmonton 
(GLCCE) at 488-3234, or by e-mail at 

mcewen @freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


The Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton Society has been around 
for many years. The objectives of the Society 


are to provide counselling and support services, 
information and education, a safe meeting place 


and facilities, and develop and implement 
programs and services that benefit our 
community members and their friends, family 
and parents. We like to emphasize the word 
“community” in our name. This is an all 
inclusive term which can accommodate 
everybody. 

I got involved with the Centre about 15 
months ago and was immediately blessed/ 
cursed with the position of male-chair. I found 
the Centre in severe trouble and about to close 
the doors. It was a matter of picking up the 
pieces. One of the pieces was we were located 


in the basement below the restaurant now called 


Jazzberries Too. It was a very poor space and 
when the snow melted in the spring, the 
flooding started. In August we had to move to 
our new space which is modern office space 
with lots of windows and a great landlord. 


Another piece was that the library was in boxes 


in storage and we now have our library on 
shelves and reasonably well organized and 


accessible to our community. Another piece was 


that our peer-counselling program was 


operating but very under-staffed. We 
ran a peer counsellor training course 
over last winter and now have many 
new counselors volunteering and 
many who were trained in the past 
have returned. We also have many 
more hosts working as well. Another 
piece was that our resource manual 
of information for professional 
referrals and other information was 
very out of date and it has now been 
brought up to date. Another piece to 
put back in place was to re-start the 
Centre Renter program. This is a 
program where busy people in our 
community who believe in the 
importance of the Centre but do not 
have time to volunteer can donate a 
modest amount of money on a 
monthly basis to help us pay our rent, 
utilities and phone bill. 

One of the new things 
happening around the Centre is that 
our application for charitable status 
is in the works. The tax receipt will 
make it much more attractive for 
people to participate in our Centre 
Renter program. Another new 
program is Wednesday night movies. 
We show a movie with a community 
theme, free of charge, to encourage 


. people to just drop in and enjoy the 


movie and visit with others. This 
program is taking a summer holiday 
and it will resume after Labour Day 
weekend. Any time you drop in 
to the Centre a video from our 
collection can be shown on a first 
come, first serve basis. = 
A new program that I find very 
exciting is that we now have an 
electronic community calendar which 
is updated every two weeks and e- ee 
mailed out to a large number of 
addresses at their request and this 
information is also available on our jar 
web page. It is an excellent method 
of getting information out about 
which community group is doing 
what in our community. 
Most groups in our community 
now meet in the Centre whenever it 
is feasible and the Centre is slowly 
becoming much more important in 
our community. We now usually 
have two counselors on staff and the 
demand for peer-counselling either 
by phone or in person has required at 
least two counselors lately. We will 
be running another peer counselling 
course starting in September and we 
also need to look at another phone 
line. When an organization is 
donation funded and volunteer 
staffed then success means 
we need more money and more 
volunteers. The Centre is open from 
7 to 10 PM, Monday through Friday. 
Sincerely: Fred Dicker 
Address-Suite 103, 10612-124th 
street Mailing Address-Box 1852 
Main Post Office, Edmonton, 
Alberta, TSJ 2P2 
Telephone number-488-3234 
Information line telephone number- 
988-4018(recorded message) 
E-mail address- 
glcce @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
Web site-http:// 
freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/glcce/ 


Please support the Sponsors who make Times .10 


possible. Times .10 is a non-profit Society 


A Voice From GLCCE....... 
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Hi Everyone: 


The calendar of events is coming 
together slowly and this is what we 
have so 
far: June 21-Womonspace Pride 
Dance starting at 8 PM, Saturday 
Night 

Co-sponsored with the 
Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 

Bonnie Doon Community 
Hall 9240-93st (Note change of 
address) 

June 21-Northern Chaps 

Solstice Party at Boots and Saddles 


June 22-Pride Festival Day 2 
PM at Gazebo Park-83 ave and 
104th st 


Warm up for and assembly 


of the PRIDE PARADE 

MC’s will be Delwin 
Vriend and Julie Lloyd, speakers 
TBA 

Edmonton Vocal Minority 
will be singing a few tunes 

June 22-PFLAG picnic and 

festival for our community and their 

friends relatives and 
parents 

Rolie Miles Athletic Field 
at 104th St. and 75 Ave. 

Featuring a big challenge 


football game between the women and 
the guys 
June 22 - lpm - Gazebo “Celebration 
of Diversity in Faith” 
Sponsored by Lambda Christian 
Community and Metropolitan Community 
Churches with Dignity, 
Lutherans Concerned, Integrity, etc. 
Songs and Prayers for more 


justice and love in our lives and 


community 


June 24-Tuesday 7-9 PM_ After you 
come up for air- Couples talk 
A workshop for Lesbigay 
couples-Liz Massiah and Yvonne Mireau 
Unitarian Church 12530-110th 
Avenue 


June 25-Gay Mens Outreach Crew 
Reunion - if you have ever taken a 
workshop from or volunteered 
for GMOC 
Call the AIDS Network for place 
and time 488-5742 


June 26 & 27 Nu Queer Testing 
Images Festival at 8 PM 
Edmonton Art Gallery- 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square 


A selection of community subject 


films 


June 26 Imperial Sovereign Court of 
the Wild Rose fund raiser for 


#4 5579 47 STREET 
RED DEER, AB. 
TAN 151 
(403) 342-6440 


POWER HOUR 
10 P.M. 11 P.M 
FRI. & SAT. 


Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton 

Boots and Saddles Lounge 
10242-106 St 

“Songs of Freedom and Protest” 
music from the ‘60’s 


June 27 Edmonton Vocal Minority 
Pride Concert and PRIDE AWARDS 
Convocation Hall on University 
of Alberta Campus @ 8 PM 


We will be having a parade 
HOWEVER if we want it to go down any 
major street like Whyte Avenue we will 
incur a significant cost for Police 
service etc. In response to this need for 
funds many of our community 
lounges will be holding fundraising events. 
Please support these fund 
raisers any way you can. Also yourself or 
encourage others to participate 
in the parade with a float or carrying a 
banner or marching in the parade or 


just be there to cheer everybody on. The 


more energy we get into the parade 
- the more fun for everyone. 


We also need as much participation (the 
more the merrier) in the 

PFLAG picnic by setting up a booth or 
table for fun or fund raising or 
education or commercial interests or a 
dunk tank - but the most important is 


individuals 
couples 
families 
groups 


Elizabeth Massiah 
MSW, RSW 
Clinical Social Worker 
therapy 
consultation 


17 years experience 


403 910 3050 


403 482 1206 
489 7998 (fax) 
email:ahanemas@datanet.ab.ca 


OrlLANpO 
BOOKS 


http://www.compusmart.ab.ca/orlando 


to be there and have fun. The main 
event will be the challenge football 
game between the women and the 
guys because the gals intend to kick 
ass big time. This should work up a 
big appetite for the hotdogs and pop 
that PFLAG will be selling. 

The purpose of the Maureen 
Irwin and Michael Phair Awards and 
Pride Certificates is to recognize 
community members for their 
acheivements 


Often there are people who have done 
a lot of work but behind the scenes 
without much notice. We need you to 
get information to us about these 
people so we can give them the 
recognition that they deserve. 
Deadline is 

June 14, 1997 


Pride Committee Male chair - Fred 
Dicker @ 469-7231 

Female chair - Roz 
Ostendorf @ 482-1794 

email - 
fdicker@ compusmart.ab.ca 

FAX - 440-3347 

Mail- Box 1852 Main Post 


Connie's 


Sugar 
Bow | 
Coffee 
Shop and 
Juice 
Bar 


10724 - 124 Street 


Phone 451-1038 


432-7633 


}°64° WHYTE AveNuE 
E>MonTON AB ThE 2A7 


Excellent selection of Lesbian & Gay titles 
Mail orders welcome 
orlando@compusmart.ab.ca 


Friday, June 27, Special Pride event in the store 
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Pride Group Profiles 


Lambda Christian Community Church 
11148-84 Avenue 

(Garneau United Church) 

Edmonton, Ab. T6G 0V8 


Well, Pride Week is upon us again, and although 
Lambda is preparing for their third annual Pride 
Service, we know that a great many people in 
Edmonton’s lesbigay and transgendered 
community do not even know we exist. So we want 
to tell you a little bit about who we are. Lambda is 
an evangelical Christian church...”"Oh no!” we can 
almost hear the groaning. 


Yes it’s true. We are evangelical, but before you 
quit reading we want you to know that we are 
different than many of the churches you may have 
experienced in your past. So unpack the baggage 
attached to that word for a couple minutes and give 
us a minute of your time. At Lambda, we are proud 
of who we are and what we believe and we want to 
share it with you. Most importantly, we believe 
that God created us, chose us and called us - not in 
spite of who or what we are BUT because of it. We 
believe that lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered 
and heterosexual people are all part of God’s 
design and we affirm our differences as God given 
gifts. Lambda is a non-denominational Christian 
church that is open to all people who seek to 
celebrate Jesus Christ and know the love of God. 
We are a community of faith intent on reclaiming 
our identity as God's people. Lambda was founded 
out of a sense of loving celebration and a need to 
experience our faith in a concrete, visible and 
historically significant way. We believe that 
ultimately, freedom and liberation are found in 
Jesus. In Christ we are free from the narrow 
limitations and restrictions imposed by the world 
and our wholeness is recovered. Through Jesus 
Christ we are able to “Come Home” to God. That 
is at the heart of our faith! We also believe that 
Jesus Christ calls us to a life of compassion, justice 
and peace and that we are called to struggle toward 
an authentic existence for all people. Lambda is a 
community that chooses to believe that Jesus meant 
what he said when he told us, “I am the way, the 
truth and the life ... and the truth will set you free.” 
At Lambda we are celebrating our freedom! Come 
and celebrate with us at our 3rd Pride Service: 


LIBERATED TO LOVE - Stories of Freedom” 
Sunday, June 22/97 at 7 p.m. 
(A social time will follow the service) 


Contact Info: Rev. Mikki /Wilson @ 474-0753 


PETE EL EE 


PFLAG 


PFLAG Edmonton is a support 
organization for parents, families and friends of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people and, of 
course, all lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
people who wish to attend support meetings without 
their parents for whatever reason. Our primary 
objectives are to help families and their lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender members to love and 
understand one another, and to offer mutual support 
wherever needed. We invite other parents to share 
knowledge, to be free from fear, and to reach out, 
search and discover more about their children. We 
also welcome all heterosexual people who are 
interested in supporting these people in whatever 
way they can. Support meetings are held the third 
Tuesday of each month, 12 months of the year, at 
7:30 PM, in Suite 103, 10612-124th street. 


Everyone is invited to our annual Pride Day 
PFLAG Picnic. It will be held at 4:00 PM at the 
Rolie Miles Athletic Field (104 St. & University 
Avenue (75 Ave)) on Sunday, June 22, 1997. This 
is an annual fund raiser for PFLAG so that we may 
continue our many outreach educational programs, 
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e.g. at the University of Alberta, Grant MacEwan College, 
Grey Nuns Hospital, Teachers Conventions (four in Northern 
Alberta), A.S.P.S.H. Convention, Nursing and Social Work 
conventions, several Edmonton Junior High and Senior High 
Schools, The Canadian Red Cross Society, Edmonton Police 


Services, etc. 


PFLAG Edmonton networks with and supports, as time, 
“bodies” and dollars permit: 

- The Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of Edmonton 

- The Pink Triangle Youth Group of Edmonton 

- OUTreach, University of Alberta 

- GALA - Gay and Lesbian Awareness - Edmonton 

- Equality for Gays and Lesbians Everywhere, a Canada-wide 


organization 


- Gay and Lesbian Educators, B. C. (newsletter) We would 
very much like to 

support an Edmonton organization of Gay and Lesbian 
Educators...let us know 

if you're out there! 

-PFLAG Canada and newly formed PFLAG organizations 
anywhere in Canada 

-PFLAG Alberta (Edmonton, Calgary & Lethbridge PFLAGs) 
-The Alberta Teachers’ Association 
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-Dignity Foundation-a Canadian Human Rights Group 

-The Alberta Society for the Promotion of Sexual Health 
-Alberta Coalition for School Health 

-Edmonton Public School Board and Edmonton Separate 
School Board 

-Edmonton Police Services including Police School Resources 
Officers 


Hot dogs, both the meat-eater and vegetarian kinds, will be 


served along with pop, other treats and some “surprise” events. 


You are invited to COME AND SUPPORT YOUR 
EDMONTON PFLAG! 


AS ES I RE RE 


Womonspace Social and Recreational Association 


Womonspace was started about 15 years ago by a group of 


womin who recognized the need for lesbians to have safe, 
accepting “spaces” in which to gather, dance, socialize, etc. 
With that mandate a board was struck and the organization 
was born. Two of the constant activities through the years 


have been the monthly dances and newsletters. As I look back 


through the newsletters I’m struck by how much some things 
have changed and how little other things have. 

The newsletter has provided both an Edmonton and a 
“world” view on hot topics in the womin’s community with a 


combination of local articles and global quotes, ferreted out by 


very knowledgeable editors and a dedicated network of 
volunteer writers and artists. The newsletter has always been 
mailed out to the membership but also made available free of 
charge to interested parties at various businesses throughout 
the city. These days we 

get requests from a number of businesses who would like to 
provide community information to their lesbian and bisexual 
clients. 

The dances have pretty consistently happened on the 3rd 
Saturday of the month, rain or shine, long weekend or not. 
Though the dances has gone through major changes in 
catering, D.J.ing, and location, the entrance prices have 
remained constant. With many more options for womin to 
gather socially, the attendance at dances has diminished 
somewhat and we have returned to the hall we started at - 
Hazeldean. Although we will still hold larger dances, such as 
the Pride dance at Bonnie Doon, we look forwards to 


many more at Hazeldean hall. Co-hosting the pride 
dance with G.L.C.C.E. reflects our board’s firm 
commitment to celebrate together with our entire 
Lesbigay community. 

Womonspace over the years has endeavoured to 
organize events to meet the womin’s community 
needs. We have held camp outs, picnic, car rallies, 
sporting events, concerts, coffee houses, and a variety 
of fund raisers with local clubs and businesses. We 
have also supported community activities and issues 
by donating most of our profits to organizations and 
events requesting our support. The board is very 
proud of Womonspaces’s role in 
community development. We invite new ideas, 
input, and enthusiasm. More information can be 
attained by picking up a copy of our newsletter or 
calling the Lesbian line @482-1794. 

Womonspace has always been a strong 
supporter of Pride Week, and this year is no 
exception. Our major event will be the dance on 
Saturday night, but we will be visible at the parade 
and picnic, at the E.V.M. concert, and at all events 
in between. In closing, I'd like to say a big thanks to 
board members past and present for the continuation 
or our rich 
history, and their long suffering partners who got to 
be the sounding boards for both great and not so 
great new ideas, and the many volunteers over the 
years who made all the events happen. If you run 
into these people, please remember to thank them. 
And we'll see you all out there, celebrating PrideFest 
’97 and supporting Womonspace and all the other 
organizations that make up our very exciting and 
diverse Lesbigay community in Edmonton. 

Happy Pride Week °97. 
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Celebrate Our Diversity and Pride 


Edmonton Persons Living With HIV Society: 
Living Positive, is an organization of people living 
with HIV, their families, friends, and supporters. 
We work together to support one another as we 
learn to “live” with HIV. 

Diversity and Pride are also a theme for Living 
Positive. While the greater percentage of persons 
diagnosed with AIDS in Edmonton are gay men, 
those who are HIV positive come from all walks of 
life. There is only one kind of person who gets 
HIV; human, and there are only two kinds of 
humans, male and female. HIV does not 
discriminate, people do. Nor does it know if you are 
male, female, transgendered, rich, poor, 
heterosexual, bisexual, homosexual, transsexual, 
blue eyed, blond haired, live in Riverbend or Boyle 
Street, have had sex with 20 million people or just 
one, one time; it does not know if the needle stuck 
in your arm has “good drugs” or “bad drugs” in it 
nor does it care. What is amazing is that people 
through their discrimination, claim to be able to tell 
who it is that “has it” or will “get it’. Members of 
Living Positive have over the years worked hard to 
dispel the myths about HIV and to challenge the 
stereotypes and assumptions about people who live 
with HIV. 

Living Positive offers a safe environment 
where people living with HIV can begin to begin to 
overcome their isolation. It is a place for HIV 
positive people to get to know one another, 
exchange information and share their experiences 
living with HIV. Our Mission statement is: “To 
provide for persons living with HIV infections 
nurturing supportive environments in which to 
develop positive attitudes and self images.” 

We welcome people to drop in and get to know 
us. Living Positive supports and encourages the 
Lesbigay Community to celebrate our Diversity and 
Pride. 


EVM 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 
Prond sponsors of 


Canadian GALA Choruses 
Festival ‘98 
May, 1998 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Edmonton Vocal Minority presents at The Citadel 


UD IN’ 
PROUD 


A Community Celebration Launching Gay Pride Week 


Friday, June 20th 


Christopher Peterson in 


EYECONS 


Canada’s foremost female 
impersonator in his 

hilarious one man, many 
women extravaganza! 


THE RICE THEATRE 


® Darren Hagen’s 


DRAG FEST "97 


A Cabaret and Catwalk 
Vote for DQ ‘07 

Special Performance by 
Edmonton Vocal Minority 
THE MACLAB THEATRE 


Brad Fraser's 


PARADE 


The Film -' ZEIDLER HALL 
A Fun Raiser for EVM's 
Canadian Gala Festival ‘08 Klodyne Rodney Ss 


and the Citadel Theatre SISTER ¢ APPHO STAGE 
EYECONS Tickets $40.00 A Cabaret of Music, Poetry and Comedy 
(gets you into all other events) featuring Lin Elder 


Advance Tickets $20.00 THE TUCKER AMPHITHEATRE aa 
At the Door $25.00 
APRES$ PARTY 


Call 426-4811 for tickets Cash Bar, Eats, DJ - LA PAVILLION The Citadel 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 


se 
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Does my Horoscope Say I’m 
Gay? by David Miche! 


In lieu of my usual Sun Signs prognosis for the month, 
I wish to address the above question. For those who 
would like the usual fare, I refer you to last month’s 
issue which, as usual, contains comments for two 
months. 


As a counseling astrologer, I have often been asked 
whether a horoscope shows that a person is gay 
Sometimes this query is from the young and unsure, 
who seek some external validation for their feelings, 
sometimes it’s asked by the parent or spouse who senses 
that something is amiss in their loved ones life 
Frequently I have been asked this question by othe 
Astrologers. 


Since I’ ve always been out with people in the astrological 
community about the man I’ve shared most of my adult 
life with, and since I’m known to have been doing active 
research in this area of Astrology for at least 15 years, 
my opinion has been sought frequently by other 
On the Internet, in places such as 
Alt.Astrology, I witness the question arising on a 


professionals. 
weekly basis... often with the most ludicrous of answers. 


That a little bit of knowledge is a dangerous thing, may 
be the best adage that applies to this question, since the 
question itself is fraught with misconceptions both 
about astrology and homosexuality. 


Astrological Misconceptions: 


There is no overseeing body to govern quality of 
astrologers, although there are national and international 
organizations which do try to ensue that their members 
are adhering to some common principles 


Nevertheless the field is rife with quacks, and charlatans, 
people who may be often quite good at telling a client 
what they want to hear, or pandering to the client's 
whims in the pursuit of cash 


For the average reader it might come as little surprise 
that the primary feminine principles in the astrology 
have to do with the Moon. The primary masculine 
principles have to do with Saturn. Secondary principles, 
and the concepts of attraction and assertion, have to do 
with Venus and Mars. Any rudimentary understanding 
of symbology makes this evident. 


Yet I have heard ridiculous use of the above to answer 
the question at hand: 

“You have Mars and Venus together in the chart, so 
you must be gay” This would please the homophobes 
among us, since Mars and Venus only conjunct for a few 
days every eighteen months. It would mean that there 
are gay people born only at this time. 

“You have moon ina fire sign” As the moonis ina fire 
sign for about 2 ¥2 days every nine days or so, it would 
mean that all the children born at this time are gay. 
“Venus is in aspect to Uranus” As Uranus usually 
deals with rebelliousness, this statement basically 
comments that the person has unusual taste in 
relationships. But Venus aspects Uranus about 35% of 
the time, and would therefore again say that everyone 
born on those days is gay. 

“Her Saturn is with the Sun, she must be a lesbian’ 
This would allow only two or three days a year for these 
people to be born. 


, 


Patent nonsense, yet offered and taken seriously quite 
frequently, by ill informed or ill intentioned people. 


Sexual Misconceptions 


Another fundamental error in the question that heads 
this article is the concept that being gay or straight is an 
either/or question. Since the question was first 
researched in the 1940s and 1950s by Alfred Kinsley, 
all data has consistently shown that rather than being an 
on/off switch, sexual preference is more like a dimmer 
switch. Some research goes as far as showing that about 
10% of the population is firmly fixed at either of these 
poles, and that 80% are somewhere in between. You 
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can be a little bit Gay. Or for that matter, you can be just a little 
bit straight 


And what is being Gay? Some would say that to have any same 
sex sexual partners is enough to make one gay. Others would 
say that being gay affects you at a fundamental spiritual level. 
Still more would claim that there is a basic political agenda 
attached to the label. 
not part of the 10% at one end of the pole? And do what answers 
you personally choose automatically fit foreveryone? These are 


Is being Gay a choice for those who are 


questions still in the process of being answered by the gay 
community, which in my own view is just as disparate as any 
other heterogeneous population. 


So What Does Astrology Say? 


An accurate astrological birthchart can tell the reader how 
masculinized, or feminized a person is, according to the 
societal standards within which they live. A male who has a 
strong feminine presentation is not perforce a homosexual. In 
cases where this may become a crisis of identification, the chart 
would indicate such, as in the case of a transsexual. This of 
course has nothing to do with sexual preference since some 
transsexuals are attracted to members of their new sex, and 


some are attracted to members of their old sex 


The chart can also tell how likely a person is to conform to 
societal pressures in sexual and relationship matters, or to rebel 
to same. For the conformists, the strong need for social 
acceptance can war with the urgings of same sex experience. 
For the rebel, the daring to be different can lead them to seek 
novelty in same sex partners. 


And a birthchart is but the beginning of life, the blueprint of a 
person. The events and reaction to events, that occur aftet 
birth, expand or limit perceived choices for the future. Any 
astrologer that does a counseling session with a person and does 
not delve into the past, is bound to miss the opportunity to guide 
the person into paths that will be more personally rewarding 
and happy. 


Much research over the past twenty five years, by many 
astrologers on thousands of charts shows that although the 
predilection for various sexual non conformities is evident, the 


outward manifestation of this is extremely dependent 
on the society within which the person resides, and the 
individuals reactive decisions to events that have 
occurred. 


Astrology is much more the uncovering of the questions 
the universe is posing to us than it is the answers to what 
fate has in store for us. 


Free will, at this moment, to react in a novel way has 
always been available to us. The conditions that the 
universe presents may challenge us to make brave bold 
decisions that radically alter our lifestyle, or cow us to 
seek safety in the quiet backwaters of conforming 
suburbia. 


Whether we can then be happy with our decision is 
another question entirely. Regardless of the choice we 
make, our requirement is to be happy and loving 
Living closeted and feeling pain is not going to move us 
any furtherevolutionarily, but neitheris being constantly 
drunk in a gay ghetto 


Astrology repeatedly shows it’s practitioners that the 
questions that life puts to us give us the opportunity to 
evolve spiritually. Few questions posited are as strong 
as this issue of sexual conformity, since the sexual urge 
is so primarily forceful. 


On the plus side, opening up to the awareness of your 
own, or another's sexual difference in the face of 
adversity presents you with the need to question a great 
many other fundamental assumptions about reality and 
your place in it. As you struggle to find meaning, rather 
than accept all that you’ve been told, you evolve at a 
spiritual level. 


On the negative side, closing yourself down to the issue 
of difference in yourself or another, poses no questing 
for anything new, assuming you already know the 
answers in the accepted forms given to you. By not 
stretching, you do not grow. 


Always you have free will and the choice is yours. 


MUSCLE MAID 


CLEANING SERVICES 
440-3258 


EDMONTON'S STRONGEST MAID 
SERVICE 


-Hand Washing Floors 

-Vacuuming Floor & Carpet 
Areas Throughout 

-General Tidying Up 

-Dusting Throughout 

-Bed making 

-Cleaning Of All Appliance 
Surfaces 


-Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
-Window Cleaning 

-Cleaning Oven & Fridge 
-Spring Cleaning 

-Move Ins / Outs 

-Yard & Garage Clean Ups 
-Lawn Care 


ALL MUSCLE MAID EMPOYEES ARE FULLY BONDED & INSURED 


A “Community” cate where 
everyone is welcome 
Come Join Us and hawe a qood 
time with family and friends. 


Serving Breakfast, Lunch and 
Dinner with Weekday specials 


Featuring our Absolutely 
Fabulous 
SUNDAY EBIRUNCH 
| CiBuffec Style) 
| served from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm 


Pride Week Celebrations 
4 Specials through = out che week... 


Friday Sight (affer 


enjoy great food and the special sounds 
of 
Linda Kropf 


Looking for some Tuesday night fun”? 
Join us for Karaoke!!! 


Yionday thru Wednesday 10:00am to 
BE:¢D¢D gpa 

Thursday thra Saturday: 10:00am to 
Odiclanicglat. 


From Ms “T”’ 


It's me, “Ms. T.” Of course in real life I’m called Mom and Grandma by my children 
and grandchildren. My friends and loved ones call me by the name you cannot know. 
Not revealing my identity has been both a blessing and a curse. On the up side is the 
fact that my children and I have been able to carry on our lives undisturbed by the 
media. On the flip side however is an illusion that my relationship with my life 
partner is something I want to hide. Nothing could be further from the truth. 


So for the record, because the Child Welfare Act clearly states foster children’s right 
to privacy, my identity cannot be made public. By identifying me the foster child in 
my care is also identified. So respecting the best interests of the foster child, I will 
remain in the shadows for most people. The blatant diScrimination that is evident in 
how the Alberta government is dealing with my ability and right to continue fostering 
has incensed many people. I decided to tell my story so that others will join in 
solidarity to say, “No more!”. No more silence to crazy making of policies and 
practices. No more remaining invisible and pretending that we are legitimate 
members of our-society by virtue of hiding who we really are. No more having to 
fight all by ourselves for our right to be. Isn't it ironic that I have to champion these 
issues without a name and face. 


Fortunately, I do not have to champion the cause alone. Recently, a coalition group 
called the EPOCH Project was formed. EPOCH stands for Effecting Policy and 
Practice Outcomes for Children and their Households. As people from many walks of 
life we are committed to ensuring that all children and families are treated with 
respect and dignity. 


Our goal is to hold the Alberta Government accountable for excluding many children 
and families from services, resources and protection by its persistent use of 
“traditional family” definitions and concepts. Specifically we are challenging the 
Government of Alberta’s current policies and practices that disentitle gay and lesbian 
couples, as well as single persons (regardless of sexual orientation), from fostering 
and adopting children. We are committed to several approaches in dealing with these 
policies and practices: public education, lobbying, advocacy and legal action. 


Becoming involved in a cause involves time and energy. Taking legal action is 
costly. Yet time, energy, and money are in short supply in most people’s lives 
including mine. But the teachable moment is now. | strongly believe that we are ina 
good position to take my case forward and hold the government accountable for its 
homophobic beliefs and actions. I also know that we cannot do it without your help. 


One way you could support our cause is to attend the GALA event that includes a 


silent auction, a dinner and evening of entertainment. The fun begins at 6:00 on 
Friday June 27, 1997 at the Delta Hotel. All moneys made from this $100/plate 
venture will go to the EPOCH Project. For your added convenience and peace of 
mind we are also offering free child care at the hotel supplied by trained child and 
youth care workers. Hope to see you there. Still fostering but with 2 empty beds, Ms. 
= 


For information , tickets or donations call Catherine at 461-8803 or mail to: 
The EPOCH Project 
c/o The Edmonton and District Foster Family Association 
Room 226, 8205-90 Ave 
Edmonton, Alberta T6C 1N8 


Profile: Edmonton Prime Timers 


Edmonton Prime Timers is a chapter of Original Prime Timers Worldwide, an 
international social organization for older gay and bisexual men and their friends. 
“Older” is considered to be 40 years old and over but a younger man between 21 and 
39 is welcome to join if sponsored by an older member. The purpose of Prime Timers 
is to provide an opportunity for men to socialize and join together in various 
activities. A monthly meeting is held on the second Sunday of the month at the 
Unitarian Church of Edmonton (12530 110. Ave.) at 3 PM and features either a guest 
speaker or a discussion panel. A social mixer starts at 2:30 PM and supper at a 
restaurant follows. 


Members also organize a wide range of special activities. Indoor activities are theatre 
nights, dining out, bridge nights, video nights, potluck suppers, and pub nights. 
Outdoor activities include picnics, camping trips, local walking tours, and outdoor 
sports. Any activity is possible as long as there is someone interested in organizing it. 
Prospective members are welcome to attend up to two meetings and / or activities 
before being asked to join.The international organization, started in Boston, MA in 
1987, now has members in over 30 chapters. Exchange of visits and information 
between the various Chapters is encouraged. International conventions have been 
held at Provincetown, MA. (1991) Vancouver, BC (1993), and Dallas-Fort Worth, 
TX (1995). The next one is scheduled for Palm Springs, CA in 1997. 


Confidentiality and privacy are studiously protected. A member may “come out” as 
much or as little as he wishes. 


If you would like more information please call Peter at 426-7019 or Ron at 
mercury @ planet.eon.net. 

Ron Rowswell 

PO Box 51009 Edmonton, AB TSW 5G5 

phone/FAX (403)-477-3463 


Call free of charge from 
any of the following areas 


Edmonton (403) 413-7122 
Calgary (403) 777-9494 
Winnipeg (204) 982-3737 
Ottawa (613) 237-5554 
Toronto (416) 966-6725 


Customer Service Hotline 
413-7133 or 1-800-268-9872 
Bill to your VISA or Mast 
or send us payment by cheque 
or money order. 

Call for details. 


Cash Memberships available 
in Edmonton at: 


Lyon’s Empire 
10121 - 124th St 
(403) 488-6915 


Orlando Books 
10640 Whyte Ave (82nd St) 
(403) 432-7633 
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whatever 


you want 


MELA HACKWELL PHOTOGRAPH 


